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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from British Glass 

British Glass is the representative body for the UK glass industry. Our membership includes 
companies from across the full glass supply chain. 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

Having reviewed the UK CCC proposals which state that the sustainable development 
principles are: - 

Use climate investments to support the economic recovery and jobs 

As glass is an infinitely recyclable product, we fundamentally believe that we can and will 
play our part in the economic recovery and the jobs which we create will help to sustain the 
economy as a whole. 

Lead a shift towards positive long-term behaviours 

As more and more people look to work from home, domestic behaviours are changing.  With 
the advent of Blue Planet and awareness of generations that their actions have 
consequences which will last for many years to come, there has been a demonstrable 
increase in domestic recycling which benefits the glass industry, and in turn the environment 
and the economy here in Scotland.  More and more people are aware of the challenges which 
surround some materials and the benefits of glass. An industry survey conducted in May 
2020 suggested that 26% of Scottish households were recycling more glass packaging during 
lockdown, due to an increase in the amount of food and drink consumed at home.  (Toluna 
survey of 503 consumers). 

Tackle the wider ‘resilience deficit’ on climate change 

Glass as a container has a built in resilience.  Some glass products have been known to last 
for not just several years, but several hundred years.  Thus, the more glass products are 
utilised, more often, the smaller the impact on the environment. 

Embed fairness as a core principle 

Ensure the recovery does not ‘lock-in’ greenhouse gas emissions or increased climate risk. 

As an industry. we are committed to reducing greenhouse gas emissions, one of our 
members, has a new furnace, machinery and implementation of a Carbon Trust energy 
saving programme, has resulted in an annual reduction of approximately 2,405 tonnes in 
CO2 emissions, despite the increased output.1 

Another of our members is committed to a 25% reduction in greenhouse gasses by 2030 
(interim target of 10% by 2025).  This exceeds the expected rate of improvement for our 
industry under the Science Based Targets Initiative and the Paris Accord.2 

                                            
1 https://www.ardaghgroup.com/news-centre/facility-focus-irvine-scotland  
2 https://www.o-i.com/sustainability/  

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
https://www.ardaghgroup.com/news-centre/facility-focus-irvine-scotland
https://www.o-i.com/sustainability/
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The glass industry believes that increasing use of cullet in glass making is a priority in the 
Glass industry decarbonisation action plan: every tonne of glass re-melted saves 246 kg of 
carbon dioxide emissions as well as decreasing the energy needed to make glass and 
reducing reliance on virgin raw materials.3 

The glass industry is fully committed to cutting carbon emissions, not in theory but in practice.  
This is demonstrated the furnace of the future project and plans to cut CO₂ emission by 50%.4  

Strengthen incentives to reduce emissions when considering fiscal changes 

We do not believe that the introduction of a deposit return scheme will reduce emissions.   

We believe that the glass industry can and will play a full and active role in working towards 
these.   

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

At the timing of responding, we are still evaluating the impact of COVID on our industry.  This 
evaluation will include the impact of social distancing measures as well as the impact on and 
the demands of our customers.  Many of our customers supply to the hospitality sector, which 
has been closed for 4 months.  Reopening has been extremely limited and is liability to be 
shut down at very short notice by instruction of the Government is a possibility.  We have 
seen a sustained demand from the retail sector, however with the possibility of a global 
recession, our industry like many others is taking a cautious approach. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

British Glass are founder members of the FEVE Close the Glass Loop5 material stewardship 
programme which strives to achieve a 90% glass collection rate by 2030.  Glass has long 
been a leader in circularity, as an infinitely recyclable packaging material with a collection 
for recycling rate of 76% across Europe and the Close the Glass Loop programme hopes 
to further improve this in line with the European Green Deal.6   

‘Close the Glass Loop’ aims to increase the recycled content available to the industry, by 
collecting more and better glass upfront. The whole value chain is involved in recycling: 
from the glass producer, to the brand owner and the filler, to the consumer and glass 
treater passing by the EPR and Waste Management Schemes, as well as collectors 
and municipalities. Our vision is to achieve full actual recycling of collected glass 
packaging, by working in partnership with the whole value chain to make sure our 
Circular Economy works better.7 

The Action plan for Close the Glass Loop 8 demonstrates our commitment to delivering a 
recovery at the lowest, most practical level and across the European Union. 

Glass is a great example of a circular material. The sector is already achieving outstanding 
results in waste collection and recycling. But the industry is committed to do more, that it is 

                                            
3 https://www.britglass.org.uk/our-work/recycling  
4  https://feve.org/about-glass/furnace-of-the-future/  
5  https://feve.org/about-glass/introducing-close-the-glass-loop/  
6  https://www.britglass.org.uk/news-comment/close-glass-loop-launched-90-glass-collection-target  
7 https://feve.org/about-glass/introducing-close-the-glass-loop/  
8 https://closetheglassloop.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/CTGL_European-Action-Plan-1.pdf  

https://www.britglass.org.uk/news-comment/uk-glass-industry-decarbonisation-action-plan-published
https://feve.org/record-collection-of-glass-containers-for-recycling-hits-76-in-the-eu/
https://feve.org/record-collection-of-glass-containers-for-recycling-hits-76-in-the-eu/
https://feve.org/about-glass/visions/industry/
https://feve.org/about-glass/visions/industry/
https://www.britglass.org.uk/our-work/recycling
https://feve.org/about-glass/furnace-of-the-future/
https://feve.org/about-glass/introducing-close-the-glass-loop/
https://www.britglass.org.uk/news-comment/close-glass-loop-launched-90-glass-collection-target
https://feve.org/about-glass/introducing-close-the-glass-loop/
https://closetheglassloop.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/CTGL_European-Action-Plan-1.pdf
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determined to bring levels up across the EU and seek the room for improvement all along the 
chain. 

Over recent months we have seen a sustained increase in the quantity of domestic recyclates 
collected throughout the country.  We are currently awaiting the exact figures from local 
authorities, however anecdotally, we have been advised that some rates have increased in 
the region of +75%.  With the Scottish Government guidance stating that businesses not 
required by law to close should remain closed 9, we would expect that these increased rates 
be sustained over the coming period, potentially until January 2021.  We are also aware that 
some local authorities, such as Glasgow did not collected any glass for recycling from the 
25th March until mid-July and we look with interest on their rates, which we are aware are 
currently in the region of 25%.10  We would also like to advise that in North American a 
number of DRS schemes were closed due to Covid19 measures11 as has the trials at 
Sainsbury’s store at Braehead, Glasgow.  This trial has been closed since lockdown and 
there is currently no date for reinstatement due to social distancing requirements. 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

British Glass and its members live and work in a globally competitive environment.  The glass 
sector is comprised of many multinational organisations, not only do these organisations 
compete for market share and customers, they also compete internally for organisational 
funding.  Any constraints upon the sector, or customers, such as the introduction of a 
producer lead Deposit Return Scheme will make the production of these products in Scotland 
more expensive.  At a time of predicted global recession, now is simply not the time to 
introduce this scheme.  As we have seen with the greater introduction of working from home 
policies, most notably from the Scottish Government itself, where the instruction is to work 
from home if you can do so, these polices are here to stay.  The introduction of the working 
from home instruction will have an impact on “on the go” purchases and litter. 

General response 

The introduction of a deposit return scheme with the inclusion of glass considering the new 
normal is flawed as the premise of the introduction has changed significantly.  The number 
of containers in the market requires to be re-evaluated.  There will be an impact on litter with 
a significant change from people working in an office to working from home.  The impact on 
hospitality and the on trade in the light of COVID cannot be underestimated. With such a sea 
change in behaviour, to introduce a deposit return scheme will be costly and terms of both 
finance and impact on jobs.  As we are still in the pandemic, although we appear to be 
progressing through it, in order to build back better, does not mean that we require to make 
hasty decisions.  It means that we need to evaluate what has gone before and assess the 
need for change considering the new and very different circumstances in which we will be 
living. 

                                            
9 https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-phase-3-business-and-physical-distancing-guidance/  
10 https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/469650/2018-household-waste-commentary.pdf  
11  http://www.bottlebill.org/index.php/covid-19-bottle-redemption-update  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-phase-3-business-and-physical-distancing-guidance/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/469650/2018-household-waste-commentary.pdf
http://www.bottlebill.org/index.php/covid-19-bottle-redemption-update

